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The United States Internal Revenue Tax System. Em- 
bracing all Internal Revenue Laws now in force, as 
amended by 'the latest enactments. including the 
Income Tax of 1894 and 1864. With rulings and 
regulations. By Charles Wesley Eldridge, Member 
of the Bar of the Supreme Courts of Massachusetts and 
California. Boston and New York: Houghton, Mifflin & 
Co. 1895. 

Since the publication of the Revised Statutes, which exhibit 
the law as it stood December 1, 1873, Congress has passed 
more than thirty acts, amending and altering in many important 
particulars, the Internal Revenue laws ; but this is the first 
attempt, since that time, to present these laws in a conveniently 
■digested form for the uses of the profession. 

It was Mr. Eldridge, who, with Hon. William H. Arm- 
strong of Pennsylvania, made a revision of the Revenue laws 
in 1 87 1, as a basis for the title in the Revised Statutes, and 
again, in 1879, for the purposes of the service. Add to this 
that the editor has had the benefit of twenty-five years active 
■experience of the workings of the system, and that he is a 
lawyer of learning and ability, and one feels sure that the 
work is well done, — a conviction which is speedily confirmed 
by an examination of the pages. 

The task of digesting, which is so delicate and so important, 
but so rarely thoroughly well done, is often rather a thankless 
task also ; but it is with a distinct feeling of gratitude that the 
reader of this volume will find spread before him the entire 
body of the revenue laws, precisely as they stand to-day, — seeing 
at every page the evidence of intelligent and painstaking labor, 
and knowing that, with the aid of the excellent arrangement, 
and of the index, he can in a few minutes' time ascertain just 
what is the law upon any particular point. 

And furthermore, there is such an atmosphere of carefulness 
about the book as inspires, even upon a cursory examination, 
a confidence in its trustworthiness and accuracy as a tool for 
the frequently hurried workman. 

Comprising, as it does, a history of that part of the scheme 
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of taxation which, at the present day, yields the Government 
a full third of its income, from the first act, of March 3, 1791, 
down to the ill-fated income tax provision of the Wilson Bill; 
a series of shrewd and cogent comments upon the compara- 
tive utility and practicability of the various methods of taxation 
and the chances of fraudulent evasions thereof, by one who 
has been behind the scenes ; and a very satisfactory and con- 
venient arrangement of the acts, rules of practice, and forms, 
annotated with the decisions of the courts, and the rulings and 
regulations of the department, — Mr. Eldridge's book will be 
of interest alike to the student of economics and the practical 
legislator, while to the practitioner who has any dealings with 
the Revenue laws, it can hardly fail to become a vade mecum.. 
Altogether, it is a subject for general congratulation that Mr. 
Eldridge did not adhere to his original project of confining 
his work to the Income Tax, and thus condemning it to join 
that long rank of dust-inheriting volumes which had so brief 
a day of usefulness. S. D. M. 



